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Dear Friends, 
Those of you who read this column know 
that I usually use it to push the church to 
become more Christ-like and less bound 
by culture.  The problem is that when 
you show people that their assumptions 
aren’t true or loving or beneficial they 
usually become angry or defensive so 
you have to go slowly or you’ll lose your 
opportunity to influence them at all. Je-
sus had the same problem (John 6:66-7) 
and so he often spoke in stories.  His 
parables let those who were ready to hear 
a truth hear it and those who weren’t 
ready could just say, “What…?”   So 
here is one of my favorite stories – it is 
both true and historically accurate. I hope 
that you are blessed and challenged by it: 
 
 A sobbing little girl stood near a 
small church from which she had 
been turned away because it "was 
too crowded." "I can't go to Sunday 
School," she sobbed to the pastor as 
he walked by. 
 
0n seeing her shabby, unkempt ap-
pearance, the pastor guessed the 
reason and, taking her by the hand, 
took her inside and found a place for 
her in the Sunday school class. The 
child was so touched that she went to 
bed that night thinking of the children 
who have no place to worship Jesus. 
 
Some two years later, this child lay 
dead in one of the poor tenement 
buildings and the parents called for 
the kindhearted pastor, who had be-
friended their daughter, to handle the 
final arrangements. As her poor little 
body was being moved, a worn and 
crumpled purse was found which 
seemed to have been rummaged 
from some trash dump. Inside was 
found 57 cents and a note scribbled 
in childish handwriting, which read, 

"This is to help build the little 
church bigger so more children can 
go to Sunday School." 
 
For two years she had saved for 
this offering of love. When the pas-
tor tearfully read that note, he knew 
instantly what he would do. Carry-
ing this note and the cracked, red 
pocketbook to the pulpit, he told the 
story of her unselfish love and de-
votion. He challenged his deacons 
to get busy and raise enough 
money for the larger building. 
 
But the story does not end there! 
 
A newspaper learned of the story 
and published it. It was read by a 
Realtor who offered them a parcel 
of land worth many thousands. 
When told that the church could not 
pay so much, he offered it for 57 
cents. Church members made 
large donations. Checks came from 
far and wide. Within five years the 
little girl's gift had increased to 
$250,000.00--a huge sum for that 
time (near the turn of the century). 
Her unselfish love had paid large 
dividend. 
 
When you are in the city of Phila-
delphia, look up Temple Baptist 
Church, with a seating capacity of 
3,300 and Temple University, 
where hundreds of students are 
trained. Have a look, too, at the 
Good Samaritan Hospital and at a 
Sunday school building which 
houses hundreds of Sunday Schol-
ars, so that no child in the area will 
ever need to be left outside during 
Sunday school time. 
 

In one of the rooms of this 
building may be seen the pic-
ture of the sweet face of the 
little girl whose 57 cents, so 
sacrificially saved, made such 
remarkable history. Alongside 
of it is a portrait of her kind 
pastor, Dr. Russell H. Conwell, 
author of the book, "Acres of 
Diamonds". A true story, which 
goes to show WHAT GOD, 
CAN DO WITH 57 cents. 
I hope that God is constantly in 
your awareness this summer 
and that you enjoy the fellow-
ship of other Christians often 
and that God shows you a per-
son who is messed up so that 
you can love them and some-
one who can love you when 
you are messed up.  
Blessings, 
Pastor Dan 
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Structure your congregation to encourage more minis try  
By Rick Warren 

I love my congregation and so this past weekend I told them I needed to be honest: “If you just want to sit 
around passively over the next 10 years and waste your life on things that won't last, you probably want to 
find another church because you're not going to really feel comfortable here. Because if you're in this 
church, I'm coming after you to be mobilized.” 

I want them to know that a non-ministering Christian is a contradiction of terms. God calls all believers to 
minister to the world and the church.  

But here’s a common mistake I’ve observed over the years with churches who want to mobilize their mem-
bers: we teach our people that every member is a minister, but then we take the brightest and best and 
turn them into bureaucrats! They aren’t able to mobilize for ministry because they’re too busy attending 
meetings about the budget or taking care of the building. They have no time left for frontline ministry.  

You can drain the life out of people by scheduling a constant string of committee meetings. In fact, when I 
meet cantankerous and critical Christians, I usually discover that they’re not involved in a ministry that fits 
their shape, strengths and abilities. Yet, I’ve seen again and again that all it takes to change their attitude 
is to get them directly into ministry where they can see how God uses them to change lives . 

Here’s what I want you to think about -- most churches are structured where the lay people do church 
maintenance and the paid staff do ministry. So you end up with, say, two hundred members responsible 
for the maintenance of the church while one pastor is supposed to do all the ministry! How stupid is that? 
This kind of structure will not only burn-out the pastor, it will also keep members, who God gifted to minis-
ter, from being mobilized to serve. 

This is how we’ve conditioned people to think that their responsibility as a church member is fulfilled by 
simply voting on church business!  

If you’re serious about mobilizing your members for ministry, you must create a church structure that maxi-
mizes their opportunities to engage in ministry. The more organizational machinery your church sets up, 
the more time, energy, and money it takes to maintain it. That is precious time, energy, and money that 
could be invested in ministry to people instead. The kind of structure your church has does not cause 
growth, but it does control the rate and the size of your growth. 

If you release people for ministry, and relieve them of the maintenance, you’ll create a far happier, harmo-
nious, high-morale church. Fulfillment comes from ministry, not maintenance. 
 
 
Small Group Leader Training: 
There will be an excellent training opportunity for new small group leaders on Friday evening – July 16 and 9-4:30 Saturday, 
July 17 at the Elmgrove United Methodist Church - 1500 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, NY 14606. The cost is $10 per person and includes lunch.  There will be people from our church attending this work-
shop so please contact pastor Dan if you are interested in becoming a small group leader.   
 
40 Days of Love  
Our church will experience a 40 Days of Love Campaign in September and October of this year.  During this time we 
will have daily devotions and weekly small groups that will be based on the sermon topics for each of the Sundays.  
We hope that our entire present congregation and many of our unchurched neighbors will join in either one of our 
present small groups or one of the temporary small groups of the campaign.  We will be recruiting and training small 
group leaders for those temporary small groups during the summer.  Total honesty requires us to say that we secretly 
hope that many of those temporary small groups will become ongoing ones.   
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Uth Groups 
KINGDOM BOUND 2010 at Darien Lakes Theme 
Park - AUGUST 3 and 4 (OPEN TO ALL YOUTH 
WHO WILL BE ENTERING GRADES 7-12 THIS FALL)  
Join us for 2 days of rides, hanging out, 
and taking in God's Word through the     
nation's top Christian bands and other  
performing artists and speakers.  More   
information will be handed out soon - be on 
the lookout for it.  Again, plan on   
bringing your friends - they'll love it! 
Duane Waldron & Dave Bernacki  
 
Spaghetti Dinner,  
Wed. July 13th and Aug. 10th; 5-7 pm 
At the United Methodist Church of Livonia. This will 
be the second Wednesday of every month.  Meat 
sauce, salad, garlic bread & finger food desserts. 
Adults $6, child 10 yrs and under $3.  
 

Book Store & Gifts 
If they want to special order any specific book or new bibles for 
Christmas gifts/ to see Lori Shull.  
All profits will be starting scholarships 
for those who would like to attend Summer 
camps at  Asbury & Findley. Will be open 
between services only. 
 
Pot Luck Lunch, Sunday, July 11, 2010   
The UMCL “Fed By Faith” team will host a pot luck 
picnic on Sunday July 11, 2010. The picnic will be-
gin at 11:30 AM, following our 10:30 AM contempo-
rary worship service. Please bring a dish to pass and 
your own table service. Beverages will be provided. 
This is a fellowship picnic for all of our church family and 
guests. Everyone is welcome!!! Rain or shine!! 
 
Livonia Methodist Women's Circle  
The next meeting of the United Methodist Women and 
the Livonia Methodist Women's Circle will be on August 
28 at 9:30 in the gathering area. All women of the church 
are invited to attend.  
Anyone willing to work on craft projects for the fall craft 
sale at the Turkey Dinner on September 25, please contact 
Jean Geer for more information. 
 
Livonia Community Players present "Thoroughly 
Modern Millie" on Thurs, July 29, Fri, July 30 and 
Sat July 31; Livonia Senior High School auditorium 
at 7:30 pm Tickets $10 for students and seniors, $12 
for adults  

Weight Watchers Group Mondays 
 @ 6:15 pm at Church.  If interested please join us. 
We have a great group.  
 
THRIFT SHOPPE CORNER NEWS 
The Thrift Shoppe was very very busy again the 
month of May. Our total amount for the month of 
May was $1,925.25. We donated $192.00 for  
the paving of the driveway at Summer St.  
Our Thrift Shoppe donated items to the Open Door 
Mission, women and children’s clothes to the 
YWCA, Salvation Army, and the Livonia Fire 
House. We helped a family with many items be-
cause of a fire in their house.  
We are so appreciative of all the donations from 
everyone. Left over items from garage sales this 
time of the year brings in a lot of donations.  
We would like to thank the Serendipity Group for 
donating their time on the first Monday of the 
month. They have been so helpful in putting out 
new items after our bag sale the last Saturday of 
each the month. We would like to thank everyone  
who has donated his or her time to work in many 
different areas and also donated items  
for us to sell. Please come and join our great mis-
sion for our church and community.  
Our Thrift Shoppe hours are Thursday and Friday 
9:00 – 4:00 and Saturday  
9:00 – 2:00. If there is anyone who would like to 
donate his or her time during those days, even if it is 
only one hour, please call Margaret Downey.  

Come join us for some laughs, fellowship, and 
fun. 
 
The Community Calendars being ordered in mid 
June through mid-July. They are $ and help to bene-
fit the church by providing some items for the 
kitchen such as coffee, paper towel, napkins, and 
help to defray costs of funeral gatherings as well as 
ministries such as MOPS in December. Reminder 
that it's fun to have your whole family's special days 
put in and then use the calendar for a Christmas pre-
sent. It's also very helpful if you need a Community 
service such as pest removal or having your car's 
dents fixed or even a tune-up. Community services 
at your fingertips.  
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Hats & lap robes 
The Cancer Center at Strong is in need of do-
nations of hats and lap covers. Please see 
Margaret Downey 346-3223 or take your dona-
tion to  Debbie at Community Bank in Livonia. 
 
Wheels for Work  
The WFW loan program is able to utilize vehicles that are 
less than 11 years old, have less than 150, 000 miles, and 
can be made road worthy with an investment of approxi-
mately $1200. Vehicles donated that fit this criteria also qual-
ify for a very favorable tax deduction for the donor. Vehicles 
that are donated that are outside that criteria can still benefit 
our program and will qualify for a tax deduction.  
If you could please share this information with your friends 
and colleagues, I would be most grateful. Thank you for your 
attention.  
Stephanie Swann  Director, Wheels for Work 
Catholic Charities of Livingston County 
585-658-4466, ext. 15        585-658-2513 fax  
 
Library News!   
Watch for new books in the Library coming soon!! 
The library will be making some videotapes and audio-
tapes available soon. Some homes may not have the 
equipment for these, so we would like to be able to loan 
it. We are asking if anyone has any tape recorders or 
combination television/videotape machines that they 
would like to donate to the church library, please let 
Bonnie Crichton (585-243-2819) (email: 
swampdwellers@att.net ) know. [We do not have the 
facilities to repair equipment, so if it doesn't work, 
please dispose of it elsewhere - thanks.] �
�
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADUATES 
On June 20th we honored the following stu-

dents.  Thank you to Cathy Clancy for present-
ing the students and to Clara Drake for the 

wonderful power point. 
 
For High School  
Lindsay Futter— SUNY Fredonia for 
Elementary Education 
Emily Bills— SUNY Fredonia for Ele-
mentary Education 
Keagan French- SUNY Plattsburgh for 
Social Work 
Courtney Stein—FLCC –Environmental 
studies 
Ali Malinowski– Junianta College—
Psychology/Sociology 
Brooke Mallaber- Nazareth College 
Anna Ludwig—GCC/SUNY Geneseo—Early 
Childhood Education 
 
For College  
Todd Lemen—MCC with Assoc. Degree in 
Criminal Justice 
Jodi Lemen–SUNY Geneseo—Masters in 
Literacy Education 
Victoria Reome—GCC with Assoc. in 
Liberal Arts 
Scott Sciera-SUNY Geneseo—Masters in 
Literacy Education 
Brandon Bennett-MCC going on to St. 
John Fisher for business 
Hanna Malinowski–Ursinus College—BS 
in Exercise Sports Science 
Adam Woodruff—Wayneburg University—
BS in Communications & Advertising 
and Digital Media 
Scott Woodruff—University of Buffalo 
Law School with a JD Degree 
 
Thank you(s) 
I would like to thank the     con-
gregation for remembering all the 
graduates in the church.  Even as we 
make our own great plans for the fu-
ture, it helps to know that God will 
guide our lives.  Our families and      
fellowship helped put that Faith in 
us.—Jodi Lemen 
Thank you for remembering the gradu-
ates. The church’s encouragement 
means a lot to me.  —Todd Lemen  
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Food Pantry Needs 
Juice, coffee, tea, jelly, pancake mix, pancake 
syrup, canned fruit, egg noodles & canned 
meals, stew, hash, sloppy joe & spaghettios. 

Need health resources or support services for   yourself, an 
aging family member or a disabled loved one? Do you 
know about the many health  resources available to you? 
NY Connects Livingston County can help! Call 1-888-443-
7520 or visit www.NYConnectsLivingstonCounty.org. 
Friendly, knowledgeable case managers can also help con-
nect you to resources and services! This is a confidential, 
FREE service! Available 24 hours/day, 7 days/week; sup-
ported by local organizations. 
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 Dear Church Family, 
     I’m writing you guys to let you know I received all your letters and I really appreciate you guys taking the time to 
write me.  I’m planning on writing      everyone back as soon as I buy more stamps.  It makes my time go by quicker 
knowing that I got so many people that are praying for me and car about me.  And honestly this place is very boring 
and a completely different life style than I’m used to.  I’m currently enrolled in college classes which will hopefully 
start  in June or July.  I go to church and read my bible daily.  I also get to workout and play handball everyday.  I’m 
scheduled for release on February 10th, 2011 and am looking forward to being home with my family and coming 
back to church.  Again thank you guys for your letters and prayers and I will be writing back as soon as possible. 
 
From  
Shane Howard 
 
 
Hi Friends, 
This month is a beautiful time to praise God for His wonderful creation. All around us the flowers and trees give 
glory to God. 
Church News:  Our church has been blessed with several new people. We have a Christian family who have moved 
here from Tarsus. We have been praying a long time for a family to join our church. Please pray for them. They came 
here to start a restaurant but that has failed and now they are very stressed financially. Please pray God will show 
them what to do. 
      We also have a new Iranian couple who have been married one month. They met in Istanbul and are Christian 
refugees. Please continue to pray for the refugees from Iran and Iraq. There are many here. This includes the man 
who cuts Salih's hair. He is a barber by trade but isn't allowed to open a shop here. The refugees have many difficul-
ties while they wait for a country to accept them. They are our brothers and sisters and they leave everything behind 
to escape persecution. Please continue to pray for the Iranian Christians who meet at our church. 
       Thank you for praying for our church's visitors. We continue to have many coming who are curious about our 
church. We often get unusual requests from them. Recently a woman phoned who said she was having many prob-
lems. A priest in Istanbul had told her to go and light a candle and ask for help. She knew there was a church in Esk-
isehir so when she returned here she called and asked if she could come and light a candle. Salih told her we don't 
have candles but we can share with her something more helpful. He shared with her about the good news of knowing 
Jesus. He can help us get through our problems. She said she would like to come and talk. Please pray for Gul. She 
called yesterday and we hope she will come to the church soon. 
        Please pray for Gulay. She is a believer who comes to our church infrequently because of her job as a nurse. She 
has twin boys who are 13 years old. Please pray for her son, Mehmut, who has pneumonia. Gulay is divorced and 
lives with her mother who is Muslim and doesn't like Gulay going to church. 
        Priscila and Daniel continue with their Turkish classes. Please pray God will help them to understand the lan-
guage and be able to communicate God's love with those around them. Priscila did have to go back to the States for 
the fingerprinting and will go again to finalize her American citizenship some time soon. 
       The other American couple, Angie and Justin, are in the States now. When they return to Eskisehir they will no 
longer be working with us. They have decided that they will start a new group here in Eskisehir. Their denomination 
wishes them to be separate. Please pray that God will use them here to draw more people to Christ. Please pray for 
our fellowship, that our Turkish brothers and sisters will not be discouraged by this decision. 
Family News:  We are going to court on the 23rd of this month for Michael's adoption. Although it normally takes 
two court appearances, our lawyer has told us the judge may make a decision after only one day. This would be such 
a blessing for us since we would love to come to the States this summer. Please pray our judge will be willing to give 
us a decision on the 23rd.  
     Thank you for praying for our health. Everyone is doing well now. I am so glad to have my strength back. Also we 
are moving soon. We have found a nice small home away from the city center. We are trusting that this will be better 
for our health since in the winter time there is much pollution from coal burning where we live now. 
     Thank you so much for your prayers and support. We so appreciate you all. May God bless you with much joy. 
Rejoicing in Jesus, 
Joyce (missionary in Turkey) 

Greene Correctional Facility 
PO Box 975 
Coxsackie,  NY  12051-0975  
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      Pierce Mahnke�

Congratulations to  
Grandma Jan Adamson 
 
Alexander Richard Moribito 
Born 6/15/10   
8lbs, 8oz., 20 1/2 inches 
Congratulations to  
    Carrie & Andrew 
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What is Women of Faith?  
It is a faith-based inter-denominational organization that provides hope and encouragement to women of all ages 
and stages of life.  
Their message is: God loves you regardless of where you are in life.  
Their approach: Humor and Honesty—Real women sharing how God helps them deal with real issues of life.  
This year’s Conference Theme: “Over the Top” based on Roman’s 11:33 which says, “Have you ever come on any-
thing quite like this extravagant generosity of God?” 
Conference Dates and Times: Friday, October 8, 10:00 am – 3:30 pm, 7:00 pm—9:30 pm,  
Saturday, October 9th, 9:00 am—4:00 pm  
Ticket Cost: Conference including 2 free box lunches, only $89 
Video Clip: www.womenoffaith.com -- PLEASE take a look! 
I would be honored to have you as part of the Linda Woodruff group. If you are familiar with computers, it’s so 
easy! At the website www.gps.womenoffaith.com you will click on “Find a Group,” then type in for the name 
“Linda Woodruff” and click on search. Click on my group and in the next screen, click on “join group.” You will 
give some basic information and then I will be able to contact you and guide you further. Not familiar with com-
puters? No problem! Just call me at 245-9952 or email me at Lindawomenoffaith.yahoo.com.  
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�������������� Prayer Concerns 
Sylvia Woolston—– at The Water’s of Houghton 
Lois Wingate—assisted living facility in NC 
Cynthia Lanphear– alzheimers– Karen Mali-
nowski’s mother. 
Don Merwin –cancer of the throat-friend of Bev 
Rawlings 
Joyce Kurtbas—our missionary to Turkey 
John & Wynne Woodruff  
Bill & Shirley VanDerMied— Conesus Lake 
Nursing Home 
Dave McLaughlin—throat cancer 
Tom Walker– Cancer 
Shane Howard 
Heidi Rowley—waiting for a stem cell match, 
Margaret Downey’s great niece.  
Lynn, pneumonia—Paul Cruso’s uncle 
Kim—Wegener's Granulomatosis, an autoim-
mune disorder– Steve Hoff’s riding instructor 
Kristie Rush—cancer—friend of Sue Nietsche 
Daniel Hall—Prisilla Hall’s son 
Lynn Johnson—fluid in lungs-Prisilla Hall’s 
brother 
Maxine Johnson-housing situation-Prisilla 
Hall’s sister 
The Shull Family as Steve is in Kuwait  
Todd Ewert—brain cancer-Carol & Bills son 
Kelly Palmer’s brother—surgery June 22nd 
Mindy Mundt-car accident, broken bones 

Postcard from Steve Shull from San Antonio, Texas 
 
Just a short note to say Thank you for the very 
thoughtful notes and cards.  Traveling to Kuwait next 
week then on to Iraq sometime in July.  Have a good 
summer.  Good Bless, Steve Shull  
 
Steven Shull (June 7th via Facebook) I made it to Camp 
Behring, Iraq on Sunday afternoon after 18 hours. We had 
a 2 hour stop in Shannon Ireland (3 A.M. their time) and 
they had all the gift shops opened for us. 
We arrived in Kuwait City at 4:30 P.M. and it was a balmy 
126 degrees (but is a dry heat!!). By the time we drove 2 
hours north and received our mandatory briefings, we   
finally made it to our tent at 10:30 P.M. Rumor has it that 
we leave here next Sunday to fly up north, but I am not 
holding my breath. 
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College students:  Sure you could study for a semester in Italy or France – but everyone does 
that. Not everyone studies for a semester in Bethlehem. I have supported the Bethlehem Bible 
College for several years and have found Dr. Awad to be an outstanding Christian. He recently 
sent out this invitation to U.S. college students: 
 
Dear Friends of Bethlehem Bible College: 
The Bethlehem Bible College announces the new International Student Program (BBCISP) of one 
semester of study this fall 2010.  
Bethlehem Bible College is an interdenominational Christian Bible college located in Bethlehem, 
Palestine. The College offers a BA program in Biblical studies and Christian Education as well as 
a MA program in Christian Ministry that combines high academic standards with a deep spiritual 
commitment to Christ. It is accredited by the Palestinian Ministry for Higher Education and Middle 
East Association of Theological Education (MEATE). For further information please see: http://
www.bethbc.com/gpage.html 
The BBC would like to cooperate in conjunction with you and your Christian institution to bring 
students for one semester of study abroad.  
The students would study abroad in the Land of the Bible under highly-qualified BBC professors. 
The focus of the semester is two-fold: academic studies combined with experience of the Land of 
the Bible.  
We believe that this opportunity for students to study at the BBC located in the Land of the Bible 
is unique and important.  
We appreciate your cooperation in this exciting new venture and we pray that you will see the 
bright future in partnering with us. 
For further information and inquiries, please contact: om@bethbc.org 
In His Name, 
Dr. Bishara Awad 
President, Bethlehem Bible College  
 
 
Marty Heuer’s Daughter Sarah has joined the Peace C orps 
 
Sarah's current address is printed below. This is where mail can be sent until mid-August. At that 
time she will be sworn in as an official Peace Corps Volunteer, right now she is considered a 
Peace Corps Trainee (PCT). She should have arrived in Tanzania, Wednesday, June 16th at 
1:00pm (8:00pm her time) She is very excited to have this opportunity and appreciates all the 
prayers and love that have surrounded her.  
 
Sarah Johnston, PCT  
Peace Corps Training Site  
PO Box 9123  
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  
 
It costs $.98 for an overseas stamp and the letter has to weigh an ounce or less. Marty has 
mailed a couple of letters already since it takes about 2 weeks for a delivery.  
She also has created a blog and will update whenever possible. She did not take a laptop with her 
so her entries will be dependent on computer and internet access.  
You can view her blog at this address: sarahservesi ntz.blogspot.com  
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Pictures from Dave Geer’s 4th? Retirement/thank you party! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictures from Graduation Recognition Sunday! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lindsay Futter, Courtney Stein, Emily Bills & Keagan French 
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 Happenings @ UMCL 
Sunday Services 8:00, 9:15, 10:30 am 

 
Red Cross Blood Drive on Thurs., July 1st from 2-7 

  
Pot Luck Lunch, Sunday, July 11, 2010  

  
Spaghetti Dinner, Wed. July 13th; 5-7 pm 
                                Wed. Aug 10th; 5-7 pm 

 
Vacation Bible School—Galactic Blast Aug. 2-6th 

Ages pre-k-6th grade 
  
Meetings 
July 19th—Trustee’s Meeting @ Church 7:00 pm 
July  27th—Small Group Leader’s @ Pastor Dan’s, 7:00 pm 

Address Service Requested 
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